CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING OF JANUARY 19, 2021

The Finance Committee meeting was called to order remotely by Council President Elizabeth
Kazinskas at 8:00 a.m. Finance Committee Members Councillors Ronald Cormier and James
Walsh were also present via Zoom.

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in
one place, this meeting of the Finance Committee will be conducted via remote participation
on Zoom. The audio recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings will
be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting and the meeting is being
broadcast live on Gardner’s YouTube Channel.

Also participating remotely were Mayor Michael Nicholson; and, City Clerk Titi Siriphan.

2-1  An Order Appropriating $265,000.00 from Free Cash to Mayor’s Unclassified Building
Demo Account.

Mayor Nicholson informed the Committee that he has met with all the department
heads involved with the property located at 177 West Street and has decided to leave
to withdraw this appropriation:

e Commissioner Jean informed those present that the inspection report that was
sent by his office to the owner of record was returned to his office in an envelope
with no return address and a hand written note on the report stating that the
intended recipient passed away in 2019

e Law Department performed a search on the parties that were listed on record
for the property and found that Mr. David Cosentino, the original owner, passed
away in 2011. Prior to his death, his wife, Ms. Patricia Rosenfield Cosentino,
filed for divorce, but there was never a judgement in this matter as Mr.
Cosentino passed away before a judgement could be issued.

e Neither the estate of Mr. David Cosentino, nor the estate of Ms. Patricia
Rosenfield Cosentino were ever probated, leaving uncertainty as to who the
heirs to the property are

o Because of this notice, any tax title proceedings or lien process proceedings must
wait until an heir to the property is found or a judge allows for notification
through publication

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call
of the roll, it was voted to adjourn at 6:36 p.m.
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Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2021
Time: 6:30 P.M.
Location: Remotely via Zoom/Broadcast on Gardner YouTube Channel

ANNOUNCEMENT - Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may trarsmit the mecting through any medium, subject to
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used 0 a3 not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person
intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith. All Documents referenced or used during the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the Chair,
pursuant to the Open Meeting and Public Records Law. All documents shall become part of the official record of the meeting.

SCHEDULE OF BUSINESS
(Agenda attached)

Acceptance/Corrections to Minutes of Prior Meeting(s).

Budget and Orders (Money orders, loan orders, revoiving funds, other financial).
Appointments, vacancies and other personnel matters.

Ordinances and Acceptance of General Laws and Special Acts.

Authorizations Required by Statute (Contracts, Election Orders, Grants, etc.).
Land Acceptance, Disposal, Easements, etc.

Claims, Legal, Rules and Salaries.

Departmental Management and organizational matters.

Report from the Mayor on the State of the City.

O S o

NOTICE: The listing of Agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the meeting.
Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent

permitted by law,
CITY COUNCIL OF GARDNER

Elocatoth_J Favinokas
ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS
Chair, Finance Committee

*Pursuant to Governor Baker's March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. ¢. 304,
$20, and the Governor's March 13, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in one
place, this meeting of the Finance Committee will be conducted via remote participation. The audio recording, transcript, or
other comprehensive record of proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible afier the meeting.



CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday - January 19, 2021 ~ 6:30 PM

Remotely via Zoom

AGENDA
CALLTO ORDER

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS

Any person may moke a video or oudio recording of an open session of o meeting, or moy transmit the meeting through ony medium, subject to reosonable
requirements of the chair os to the number, placement ond operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person
intending to make such recording sholl notify the Chair forthwith. All Documents and exhibits used or referenced ot the meeting must be submitted in
duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become port of the Meeting Minutes

2-1  An Order Appropriating $265,000.00 from Free Cash to Mayor’'s Unclassified Building Demo
Account.

ADJIOURNMENT

items listed on the Agendo are thase reasonably anticipated by the Chair to be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may in
Sact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.
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AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO MAYOR’S
UNCLASSIFIED BUILDING DEMO ACCOUNT.,

ORDERED:

That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Two Hundred Sixty-Five
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($265,000.00) from Free Cash to Mayor’s Unclassified

Building Demo Account,



Clty of Gar dner, Executive Departinerii

Michael J. Nicholson, Mayor

January 11, 2021

Hon. Elizabeth J. Kazinskas, President
And City Councilors

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121

95 Pleasant Street

Gardner, MA 01440

RE: Demolition of 177 West Street

Dear President Kazinskas and Councilors,

Per my email of Saturday, January 9, 2021 (attached), I hereby submit a money order for the
demolition of 177 West Street to be able to begin the demolition as soon as possible after the
City’s ownership of the building is recorded.

If demolition costs come in under the appropriation amount, the difference falls to free cash

when the books are closed at the conclusion of the fiscal year,

Respectfully submitted,

A v

Michael J. Nicholson
Mayor, City of Gardner

City Hall, 95 Pleasant Street, Room 125, Gardner, Massachusetts 01440
Telephone: (978) 630-1490 « Facsimile (978) 630-3778 » Email: mayor@gardner-ma gov
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Letter — Final notice of taxes due prior to publication in The Gardner News
Notice of Tax Taking published in The Gardner News
Tax Taking recorded at the Worcester Registry of Deeds (B21522/P102)

Letter — Notice of the recording, current amount due, and request for payment in order
to avoid interest at 16%.

Letter — Notice to Coppola and Coppola to begin foreclosure proceedings on the
property.

Copy of letter from Coppola and Coppola to Ms. Patricia Cosentino notifying that the
property was being referred to Land Court

Letter from Coppola and Coppola to C. Daigle requesting her signature on the petition to
the Land Court and the notice to file that petition.

Letter from Coppola and Coppola giving notice that they filed the petition on January 31,
2018. Case number 18 TL 000151.

Email from David Coppola to C. Daigle stating that a motion for general default could be
filed in the case. By filing the motion, the City is requesting the court to review the case
for issuance of a foreclosure judgement. If the motion is filed, the court will likely issue
the foreclosure judgement in approximately 6-10 weeks. Mr. Coppola asked if he
should file.

Response by C. Daigle to email — Mayor wants to wait. C. Daigle requested a 6 month
followup.

Email from David Coppola to J. Dymek requesting an update about moving forward.

Mayor requested that Coppola and Coppola move forward.
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From: Mayor

Sent: Saturday, January 9, 2021 12:41 PM

To: Elizabeth Kazinskas

Cc: Titi Siriphan

Subject: 177 West Street - Finance Committee New Business
Attachments: Inspection Report 177 West St..pdf

Good Afternoon Councilors,
| hope this video finds you all well and healthy.

| am writing to you all to give you a heads up to an item that | will be submitting to the City Clerk’s Office on Monday for
consideration under new business at the upcoming Finance Committee Meeting.

The City has had the old finishing factory at 177 West Street in tax title proceedings for quite some time now. The
majority of our tax title cases have been put on hold this past year as the Court has informed Atty Coppola {Our Tax Title
Counsel) that they are weary of issuing judgments that then force people out of their dwellings during a pandemic.
However, Atty Coppola submitted the attached inspection report to the Court to show that there are no tenants in the
building and we expect a favorable ruling from the court something within the next week.

However, the building is in very poor condition and is in danger of collapsing. The roof caved in early in December after
our second snow starm, and the building is now leaning toward the business next to it (Custom Auto). Several new
cracks have now appeared in the side of the building as well. Since we are expecting to have ownership of the building
shortly, our department heads have gone around and followed the emergency procurement procedures for finding
someone to demo the building as soon as we have our ownership recorded. To help us prepare for this, i am
preemptively sending up a money order for $265,000 from free cash for the demo costs, which is our lowest bid with
incidentals. If this appropriation is approved, we can get this done before having to worry about any potential liability
issues for the City if the building were to fall.

The plan would be to market the property for sale after the building is demolished and get it back on the tax rolls after
the emergency situation is taken care of.

Best,
Mike

Michael J Nicholson

Mayor, City of Gardner

95 Pleasant Street, Room 125
Gardner, MA 01440

(0) 978-630-1490



Clty of Gar dIlCI',Executive Department VED

Michael J. Nicholson, Mayor 19 1 L0

crICE
January 19, 2021

Hon. Elizabeth J. Kazinskas, President
And City Councilors

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121

95 Pleasant Street

Gardner, MA 01440

RE: Item #10387: An Order appropriating $265,000 from Free Cash to Mayor’s Unclassified
Building Demo Account

Dear President Kazinskas and Councilors,

When reviewing our options for 177 West Street, Commissioner Jean informed those present that
the inspection report that was sent by his office to the owner of record was returned to his office
in an envelope with no return address and a hand written note on the report stating that the
intended recipient passed away in 2019. (See Attachments A &B)

To further complicate the matter, the Law Department performed a search on the parties that
were listed on record for the property. Mr. David Cosentino, the original owner, passed away in
2011. Prior to his death, his wife, Ms. Patricia Rosenfield Cosentino, filed for divorce, but there
was never a judgment in this matter as Mr. Cosentino passed away before a judgment could be
issued. Upon further review, it appears that neither the estate of Mr. David Cosentino, nor the
estate of Ms. Patricia Rosenfield Cosentino were ever probated, leaving uncertainty as to who the
heirs to the property are.

Because of this notice, any tax title proceedings or lien process proceedings must wait until an
heir to the property is found or a judge allows for notification through publication.

Due to the time needed to fulfill this process, I respectfully request leave to withdraw Item
#10387: An Order appropriating $265,000 from Free Cash to Mayor’s Unclassified Building
Demo Account.

Respectfully submitted,

' i
- Ef-cr.f; /

Michael J. Nicholson
Mayor, City of Gardner

City Hall, 95 Pleasant Street, Room 125, Gardner, Massachusetts 01440
Telephone: (978) 630-1490 « Facsimile {978) 630-3778 « Email: mayor@ gardner-ma.gov
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